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Article by: Pastor Stephen Carlile

It was new for all of us. Listening to each other’s 
voices over the phone instead of being able to 
see the other school board members.  We had 
the responsibility of navigating how we would not 
only finish out a school year, but we had to figure 
out what we would do beyond the summer months 
as Covid restrictions were tightening and fears of 
keeping schools closed well into the fall was a very 
real discussion among Montana school systems. 
Travel restrictions were in full force, and while 
interviewing teacher candidates could easily be 
done online, getting them here was another story 
entirely. So there, over the phone, we stopped and 
prayed. We asked God to help us and to give us 
wisdom of what our next steps should be.

As we continued our conversation, we began to 
explore the idea of taking a year off to do some 
improvements to the building. At first, we cringed 
at the idea of not having our school operating as it 
has for over 60 years. But the more we dreamed, 
the more we got excited about the idea of a clean 
slate, a fresh start, a reboot if you will.  

Since 1957, Central Acres Christian School has had 
some of the best teachers, principals, volunteers, 
and students go through the school. The amount 
of time, money, and passion that has been put into 
our school cannot be measured nor appreciated 
enough. Also, to have the financial and volunteer 
support of a local church is absolutely priceless. 
To those of you who have contributed to the long-
term success of our school over the years, we say 

thank you. You have made a difference, and 
an impact in student’s lives, and for that, we 
are extremely grateful.

We’ve come to believe COVID-19 was a 
blessing for our school. It put us in a place 
where we had to completely depend on God 
for everything. It also put us in a place to 
stop and evaluate CACS, it’s mission, and 
it’s purpose in our church and community.  
It gave us time to dream big and to create 
a plan on how we would accomplish this 
mission. It instilled in us the passion and the 
desire to be the very best we can be.

Almost every Tuesday in 2021, has been 
reserved for school board meetings. In 
these meetings, we have prayed, planned 
and strategized. We balanced a preliminary 
budget for next school year. After multiple 
marketing strategy meetings, we felt strongly 
that we needed to have a name that matched 
our vision. We are really excited about our 
new name, Trailhead Christian School, and 
we hope you are too.

So where do we go from here? While we 
have been able to accomplish a lot in a 
year’s time, we have a ways to go. As you 
read through this newsletter, I hope you 
catch the vision for the school. I hope you 
get excited to see what God has been doing 
and what He has provided so far. I also hope 
you take the time to ask God how you can 
partner with Trailhead Christian School, as a 
financial partner or giving of your time, effort, 
and energy. 

The school needs all of us to not just survive, 
we truly believe God has called us together 
for this moment to make the school thrive 
once again. Let’s do this together.

Right Top: The 
shank shingles 
were in need of 
staining which was 
accomplished at a 
work day.
Middle: The 
stripped out hallway 
before painting and 
new flooring.
Bottom: Before 
picture of the main 
classroom.
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“We’ve come to trust God 
that COVID-19 has been a 
blessing for our school. It 
put us in a place where we 
are completely dependant 
on Him for everything.”

Top: Ryan has helper 
Jack moving supplies 
to the kitchen area.
Bottom left: Tim is 
the photo bomber of 
Michelle and Kaylieth 
painting trim.
Right Top: Katie Rae 
helping to paint the 
main classroom.
Bottom right: Sheila 
and Merle painting 
the entryway.

Top right: hallway 
tile floors have 
been stripped.
Middle and 
bottom right: 
Carpet being 
removed from 
two of the 
classrooms.



8

O U R  F o c u s  o n 
C r e at i o n

Nature has a way of bringing us closer to 
our Creator. When we hike, camp, or simply 
ponder the earth that Christ has made for us, 
it leaves us in awe.  The warmth and love of 
Christ is evident through His creation, and it 
is that warmth and love we want to bestow 
upon every student who enters the doors of 
our school.

Over the past year, we have prayed earnestly 
that God would give us a unique vision for 
our school. A vision that portrays who God 
is and who the students are. A vision that 
points children to a God who loves them 
and created them for a purpose.  We believe 
God gave us that vision through nature. 

While COVID-19 has been devastating for 
so many, we have continued to look for 
the blessings in difficult times. One of the 
blessings this last year was the amount of 
time we were able to spend outdoors. Many 
of us took full advantage of the mountain 
trails, camping, as well as getting outdoors 
to walk and socialize safely. It was in those 
moments we felt comfort, safe, and alive. 
The more time we spent in nature, the closer 
we felt to God and each other. It was in those 
moments, we knew our school should be 
centered and focused around our Creator 
God. In the book, The Desire of Ages, we 
learn that nature played a vital role in Christ’s 
schooling and purpose: 

“His [Jesus] early years were given to the 
study of God’s word. And spread out before 
Him was the great library of God’s created 
works. He who had made all things studied 
the lessons which His own hand had written 
in earth and sea and sky. Apart from the 
unholy ways of the world, He gathered 
stores of scientific knowledge from nature. 
He studied the life of plants and animals, 
and the life of man. From His earliest years 
He was possessed of one purpose; He lived 
to bless others. For this He found resources 
in nature; new ideas of ways and means 

flashed into His mind as He studied plant life and animal 
life.” (White 70)

We have worked hard to give our school a creative and 
healthy environment. A school that fosters healthy living, 
taking care of one’s self, others, and the environment 
around us. A place that connects students to Jesus and to 
friends through positive, inspiring words and Bible verses 
throughout the building.  A classroom that inspires a love for 
learning through tactile art, nature and color.

When you walk into the building, we want the overarching 
message to be that you are a valuable child of God, created 
for a purpose, and we are invested in your growth and 
development as you find that purpose. For it was David who 
said, “I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.” 
(Psalm 139:14) We want that message to ring true in our 
lives and hearts of our students.

When God finished creating the heavens and the earth,”God 
saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very 
good.” (Genesis 1:31) Our prayer is that when we put the 
finishing touches in our school, that our teacher, our students 
and our parents see just how much God loves them, and 
that God would look at everything He has provided and 
simply say, “It is very good.”

Article by: Kaylieth Pellandini & Ruth Tallman
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F r o m  C e n t r a l 
A c r e s  t o 
T r a i l h e a d 
C h r i s t i a n

Central Acres Christian School was established in the 
fall of 1957. At that time, the land the school sits on 
was simply that, just land. When we drive through the 
busy intersection of 32nd and Broadwater, it’s hard to 
imagine the time when our school was in the middle 
of unoccupied, undeveloped, acreage. Some say the 
school was named Central Acres because it was in the 
middle of this land. Others say,  at one point, the city of 
Billings was contemplating naming that section of town 
Central Acres instead of what is now referred to as the 
West End. Either way, the name of the school has served 
its purpose throughout the years Billings has grown. 

As we have already shared in this newsletter, we truly 
believe God has led us to focus our school around the 
theme of creation and nature. The more we prayed, and 
contemplated this vision, the more we were convinced 
a new name that reflected our mission and core values 
was essential. 

The mission of our school is to lead students to know 
Jesus, love learning, serve others, and to live healthy. To 
facilitate this mission, we emphasize the following core 
values:
 
•   To be Christ centered and focused.
• To provide hands-on learning and place-based 
education opportunities.
•  To have an emphasis on holistic health. (Physical, 
Spiritual, Emotional)
•    To create a loving, fun, and safe learning environment.
•   To serve our community.

With these things in mind, we recognized the need for 
the name of the school to match the vision. There’s also 
something powerful in having a fresh start with a new 
name. We wanted to have a name that not only pointed 

Article by: Pastor Stephen Carlile

to nature, but also to have a local flare. We went through 
many names, researched them, cross-checked them to 
other schools in the area.  We prayed, and continued to 
brainstorm. Then the name “Trailhead” was introduced, 
our hearts jumped. It seemed to connect with the vision, 
mission, and the values presented.

A Trailhead is described as a place where a trail begins. As 
Montanans, we look for trailheads to start a journey that will 
take us and lead us to an amazing destination. Whether 
it’s East Rosebud, Mystic Lake, or even Lake Fork Trail, 
we know it’s going to be a beautiful journey, and there’s so 
much to see along the way. That is why we chose Trailhead 
Christian. 

We want to take our students on a journey. Not only an 
educational journey, but a journey with Jesus.

Trailhead Christian School, Your Journey Starts Here.
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“ W h at  C a n  I 
D o ? ”

A big thank you to those who have 
given their time, energy, and money 
to get this school where it is today. 
Whether you’ve washed walls, 
painted trim, scraped wallpaper, 
hauled trash, pulled weeds, or 
given donations, we are so thankful 
for you and what you’ve done so far. 

 While much has been 
accomplished, there is still a lot 
that needs to be done. Just as Paul 
describes the body, and every part 
has it’s role, I believe when we all 
come together and work as one, 
God blesses abundantly. Would 
you be willing to pray and consider 
partnering with the school?

Here are 5 ways you can join us.

Pray
I know this could go without saying, but 
imagine what it would look like if every 
single one of us prayed daily specifically for 
our school. Here are some things you can 
be praying for. While this isn’t an exhaustive 
list, it’s a good place to start.
 
1. Ask for the Holy Spirit to fill the school 
building, preparing it for students, teachers, 
and families.
2. Ask God to send His angels to guard and 
protect over our school, inside and out.
3. Ask God to send students and families 
who will be a positive influence for our 
school and community.
4. Ask for wisdom, guidance, and protection 
over our new teacher as she makes this 
transition.
5. Ask God what you can contribute to 
make our school a huge success.

Give
While there have been a few monetary 
donations to the school, we have done 
our very best to use the funds available to 
us wisely. The funds that would normally 
go to pay our teacher’s salary, have been 
put into the remodel project. These funds 
have been extremely helpful and we are so 
thankful the church was willing to continue 
to send these funds to the school. 

Here are some of the projects we’ve been 
able to accomplish:

• Abate the asbestos tile floors in 
the hallway, office, classrooms and 
bathrooms. 

Left: The main classroom has a 
beautiful nature mural on the east wall 
and brand new carpet.
Right: Butterflies hang from the ceiling 
of the hallway that has new carpet.
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• New carpet throughout building.
• New vinyl flooring in bathroom.
• Fresh paint throughout building.
• New wall in entryway.
• New lighting in the entryway and office.
• Drywall patching throughout the building and 

texture in the main classroom.
• Patch and paint all doors.
• Remodeled bathrooms.
 
These things alone make the building look 
completely different, but there are some major 
projects we still hope to get done before the 
school year. Here are some of the projects that 
still need funding:
 
• New exterior doors.
• New security features (video, buzz-in doors, 

etc.)
• New lighting throughout building.
• New exterior windows around building.
• New signage on building as well as an update 

to curb sign.
• New Student chairs, tables, lockers, and 

classroom storage. 
• New landscaping.
• Chain-link fence privacy slats.
• Paint exterior of building.

All of these projects are only possible through 
financial contributions above and beyond what 
has been allocated. Our goal is to raise $40,000 
this year to complete this phase of the remodel. 
Donations can be sent to school or the church. 
Checks should be made out to Central Acres 
Christian School (as our bank information has 
not been changed yet). On the memo line, mark 
it “Remodel.” We will keep you updated on the 
progress of reaching our goal as well as what 
projects have been completed. Thank you so 
much for trusting us to rebuild the dream of our 
church school.

Connect
A great way to stay connected, support, and 
know what is happening at Trailhead Christian is 
to follow us on facebook at 
facebook.com/trailheadchristianschool 
as well as instagram @trailheadchristianschool. 
Also, if you haven’t checked out our all new 
website, you should! You can see it at 
www.trailheadchristianschool.org. Whether it’s 
pointing people to our website or to follow us on 
Social Media, these are great ways to tell others 
about our great school.

Share
Which brings me to my last point, share! Parents 
are always looking for a great school to send their 

kids. Sharing our posts and public advertising 
is a great way to get the word out about our 
school. When you see parents asking for school 
recommendations on facebook, reply with our 
facebook page or website. When you’re at the 
gym and you hear someone asking around about 
schools, recommend they check out Trailhead 
Christian. When you know someone moved 
to the area with children, introduce the idea of 
sending their kids to Trailhead Christian School.  
Word of mouth advertising is absolutely the best 
way to spread the word about Trailhead Christian 
School.

Thank you so much for taking the time to pray, 
give, connect, and share Trailhead Christian 
School. 



Trailhead Christian School
3204 Broadwater Ave

Billings, MT 59102

www.trailheadchristianschool.org

1 2


